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BACK IN AVIATION
UP to 1922, numerous attempts proved that it
would be impossible either to obtain a position
with one of the existing aviation concerns, or to
finance my own company by the usual methods. Time
was working against me. My old bombers, the only
real aircraft that I could talk about, were becoming
obsolete, and the long interval of time without active
work was an obvious drawback whenever I attempted
to make connections or start a new enterprise. At the
same time, however, my modest scientific efforts and
lectures forced me back into aviation. In order to
make the lectures attractive and modern, it was neces-
sary to keep in touch with the latest developments in
aircraft.
Becoming more familiar with the geography and
general conditions of the United States, I was con-
vinced that this country sooner or later would see the
greatest expansion of air transportation. My lectures
brought me in touch mostly with people of modcBt
means, but with enough faith and enthusiasm to offer
assistance if I should start my own aeronautical enter-
prise. Other men volunteered their assistance as
workers, satisfied with a minimum amount of money
which would permit their living, while the rest of their
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